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to secure that adequate investigation of this most im-
portant subject should be no further delayed. From

what has been said our correspondent will gather that
we think it inadvisable to attempt such a partial, and
therefore insufficient, inquiry as that advocated by the

bureau ; and we do so mainly out of consideration for

the feelings of relatives who may be called upon to

supply the information asked for. The intrusion of such

questions as those proposed at a time of actual or im-

pending bereavement can be justified only on the ground
that by such means future suffering may possibly be spared
to others: and as we are satisfied that the scheme of the
bureau will leave the main subject of the essential nature of
cancer untouched we think it better that a competent
scientific authority, such as the Commission suggested,
should be empowered to deal exhaustively with the entire

subject. We are therefore reluctantly obliged to say that we
cannot give effect to the wishes of our correspondent.

SANITARY WORK IN MANCHESTER.

OUR Manchester correspondent writes :-Defective drain-
age, with the nuisances and injurious consequences

resulting from it, is one of the commonest facts and

experiences of either town or country. Some years ago
it" supervision by the municipal authorities of Manchester
was very imperfect, the work and the responsibility being
divided between the sanitary and the paving and highways
.committees. Reports as to nuisances from defective drainage
received by the former were referred to the latter, who, when
property owners failed to remedy the nuisance, stepped in
and did the work, charging the owners with the cost.

This was the theory but it failed in practice, for
the highways committee could not cope with the

work and many complaints of its shortcomings were

made both by the public and by the medical officer of
health. In 1896 it was arranged that this inefficient system
should cease and that the sanitary committee should take
-entire charge of the matter. The house drainage sub-
committee of the sanitary committee now superintends the
house drainage department, which is an offshoot or extension
of the sanitary department. At first there were only three
inspectors, then two more were added, and now there are
seven at work in the city under the direction of the

manager, while in the town-hall eight clerks are engaged
in the work of the department. In a report issued

in 1898 it was stated that 95 per cent. of the

’drains examined were defective, while fully 80 per cent.

were in a deplorable" condition. Of the orders executed

aah to that time over 35 per cent. originated through death,
fever, or other sickness on the properties concerned." To
show the extent of the work it may be stated that during the
nancial year ending last March, a sum of 26,205 was
expended on repairs, the number of houses dealt with being
S258 and of business premises and public buildings 894,
making a total of 6152. The drainage of Manchester has
.always been supposed to be fairly good, though what to do
with its products has seemed an almost insoluble problem.
But the revelations of the inspectors show that though
ignorance may be bliss, it is not folly to be wise.
"Butt ended pipes" without sockets were common

and as a consequence there were cesspools under houses.
One was found under a restaurant, 17 feet deep. Personally
I remember a case of bad throat that occurred in a good
tiouse occupied by a well-known engineer who was quite
sceptical as to anything being wrong with his drains. But
on investigation it was found that an old brick drain. filled
with sewage matter, extended right under the house. It

will probably be some time before such things cease to be
brought to light in the older parts of the city. Now all

pipes must be socketed and be properly fitted with cement

and the work has to come up to a high standard. Wnen

a nuisance is reported a notice of 14 or 21 days is served on
the owner or agent. If the necessary work has not been
done by that time one of the sanitary inspectors visits and
reports to the house drainage department. The owner is
then advised that the corporation is about to do the work,
and if this is not effective the contractor for the district is
instructed to remedy the nuisance. This is done under the
close supervision of the inspector, and before the work is
covered up the drains are tested thoroughly by the water
test. All new drains, their course and condition, are marked
on the ordnance map. The inspectors are all trained men
who have passed a technical and practical examination.
There is no doubt that the department is doing work that
will tend to improve the public health. Bad as the drainage
has been in Manchester, it is probably quite as good as in
other large towns throughout the country, so that an

immense amount of work has still to be done before it can be

said with truth, though it is often said in ignorant faith,
that " our drains are all right."

THE DIAGNOSIS OF SYPHILITIC INSANITY AND
GENERAL PARALYSIS.

Dr. W. K. Walker, Dr. Theodore Diller, and Dr. R. G.

Burns have published in the December number of the

American Journal of the "1Ierlical boiences an article which
discusses the differential diagnosis of syphilitic insanity and
general paralysis, with cases illustrative of the same.

According to Fournier 21 per cent. of patients with tertiaiy
syphilis developed cerebral affections of syphilitic nature,
and in nearly all such cerebral cases mental disorder was

present. The above-named writers believe that ’’ syphilis
may be’ an etiological factor in the production of insanity
through toxasmia or through exhaustion of the highest
psychical centres from worry and anxiety." Such exhaus-

tion, they say, might also result from venereal excesses,

traumatism, alcoholic and other intoxications, and in-

fectious fevers such as influenza. When the mental
symptoms were at first uncomplicated with such manifesta-
tions as sudden faints, convulsions, paralyses, or optic
neuritis, diagnosis of both syphilitic insanity and general
paralysis was difficult, and the malady might be often over-
looked and the hope of early treatment lost to the patient.
Whether the mental symptoms assumed a hyp ochondriacal,
delusional, maniacal, or melancholic type they speedily
tended to pass into dementia. The following cases afforded
practical illustration of the points of diagnostic importance.
Case l.-The patient was a man, aged 35 years, whose

parents were neurotic and "queer," and whose paternal
and maternal relatives were tainted with insanity. Up
to the age of 16 years the patient had suffered from violent
attacks of intestinal colic. He was bright and intelligent
when at school, but became addicted to excesses in drink-

ing and smoking since the age of 18 years. He got readily
and unduly intoxicated with small doses of alcohol. He

contracted syphilis at the age of 18 years and married at 22,
the union being unhappy and leading to a separaticn. In

August, 1899, he sustained an injury attended with fracture
cf several ribs produced by a falling weight. He had barely
recovered from this when he contracted malaria, from which
he suffered continuously for three months. He now became
dazed and oppressed, had intense headache and insomnia,
grew irritable and suspicious towards his friends, and had

! occasional outbursts of frenzy, during cne of which he
i attempted to murder his wife. In July, 1900, he had two
L "fainting spells" and began to suffer from hallucinations
of hearing "music." " An obscure febrile attack followed in
 which he seemed to be suffering from visual hallucinations
L of horrible objects. He recovered from this attack, but

t recnrrences took place twice afterwards (during September)
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and after the third attack there was left behind a paralysis Iof one arm lasting a fortnight. His mood was now generally
sullen and irritable. There was a trace of albumin in the

urine, the pulse was 92 per minute, and the heart beats were
feeble and irregular. The tendon reflexes were all exag-
gerated, especially on the left side. The left eye showed

atrophy of the optic disc. In December his condition grew
worse ; he was now bedridden and demented, and had difficulty
of swallowing and incontinence of urine and fasces. He died
while in a state of coma on Dec. 23rd. The necropsy showed

a normal appearance of the pia-arachnoid membranes, but the
peri-vascular sheaths were the seat of a nuclear proliferation
which extended into the finest lymph-spaces and sacs. A

small number of the blood-vessels showed thickening of the
muscular coat, and but comparatively few showed thickening
of the intima. The nerve-cells of the cerebral cortex showed

slight degrees of chromatolysis with Nissl’s method. The

writers believe that the modus operanrli of the morbid process
was as follows : "Through the changes in the vascular walls
the flow of lymph in the peri-vascular channels must have
been greatly interfered with, and this was probably a more
powerful factor in the production of symptoms than the
[rare] narrowing or occlusion of the lumina of the
vessels." " Case 2. -The patient was a man, aged 38 years, a
sailor and machinist. There was no history of syphilis. In

February, 1900, he had an attack of ’left-sided hemiplegia
and hemianassthesia. This lasted a few (from five to seven)
minutes and consciousness was retained. A second attack
occurred two weeks later and in April he had two more
attacks. It was now noticed that his memory was impaired.
In July a fifth, and in October a sixth, attack occurred,
the last being of great severity. A complete left-sided

paralysis now appeared and he also had general convulsions.
He remained in a stuporous condition from which he rallied,
but presented symptoms of permanent mental enfeeblement.
In December he again developed convulsions, in the course
of which he died. The necropsy in this case presented all
the meningeal and cortical appearances characteristic of

general paralysis of the insane, and microscopical examina-
tion confirmed the diagnosis. The first case was one of

syphilitic insanity in the stricter sense and the latter was one
of general paralysis in which no history of syphilis could be
obtained. 

____

CERTAIN PERILS OF CHILD-LIFE.

THERE are some subjects in regard to which a divergence
of opinion is permissible. There are also cases where a

conflict of views may entail such vital consequences to the

general well-being that a positive decision, at all events on

the part of persons in authority, is practically indispens-
able. To this class belong those cases of avoidable infant
mortality which are due to overlying. Dr. F. J. Waldo,
coroner for the City and Southwark, held an inquest
on Dec. 30th, 1901, touching the death of an infant which
was shown to have been caused in this way. In

the similar case of another child, where the evidence

obtainable was less convincing, a verdict of "Natural
death" was returned. The mother in this instance showed a

regrettable prejudice in favour of her practice of taking her
children to bed with her. We are informed by Dr. Waldo that
deaths directly attributable to overlying are in his district of
very frequent-of almost weekly-occurrence, and his expe-
rience in this particular coincides with that of other metro-
politan coroners. Another avoidable and all too common

danger to child-life is that of accidental burning. In

this connexion we may quote the evidence of Dr. W.

Wynn Westcott, coroner for North-East London. At a

recent inquest on the body of a child thus burnt to
death he is reported to have said that a lamentable
number of children die from this cause every year and that

in 1899 as many as 600 were thus sacrificed. It is believed
that the Government is contemplating the advisability of
treating all cases in which a child left alone has been fatally
burned as offences punishable by fine or imprisonment. Such

a view of its responsibilities and its duty as is here indicated
is entirely creditable to the Legislature. We would strongly
recommend, and not for the first time, that the case of over.

lying (a fault of practically identical character) should be
included under the same regulation. Whatever the ignorance,
the prejudice, or the caprice of a parent may suggest to him
or her, it is obvious that there are limits to his or her liberty
of action in respect of it. Those limits have been passed
when a child’s life is gravely endangered by heedless impru-
dence or obstinacy. 

--

JAMAICA AS A HEALTH RESORT.

A CORRESPONDENT has- placed before us in glowing
language the advantages of a stay in the island of Jamaica
to those who desire to escape the rigours of the English
winter. He points out that the mean temperature and

average rainfall on the island from November to April prove
Jamaica to possess an ideal climate for invalids-mild,
uniform, and dry. He testifies’ from personal experience
to the benefit which he himself derived from a visit.
Thanks to the enterprise of the Elder Dempster Line,
the policy of which is guided by Sir Alfred Lewis Jones,
K.C.M.G., whose interest in public health is second only
to his interest in shipping, the sea passage now occupies only
13 days, while the accommodation provided on the steamers is
good and the fares are reasonable. Altogether, we think
that our correspondent makes out a very good case for

visiting the island of Jamaica, and we see no reason why
patients with phthisical tendencies should not be recom-

mended to sojourn there, taking advantage of a cordial

reception which, if we may judge by recent communications
which we have received on the subject, will no longer be
extended to them by certain well-known continental health
resorts. 

____

THE POISONOUS EFFECTS OF METHYL
ALCOHOL AND " COLOMBIAN

SPIRITS."

THE poisonous effects of methyl alcohol are not limited to
those which follow its ingestion by the mouth. Professor H.

Wurdemann, who holds the chair of ophthalmology at
Milwaukee Medical College, has recorded in American
Medieine of Dec. 21st, 1901, cases which illustrate the

peculiarly noxious effects of methyl alcohol when inhaled
into the system. Attention has already been called in

THE LANCET 1 to the subject of blindness produced by
drinking preparations containing methyl alcohol, such as

bay rum and "Jamaica ginger," a practice which seems
to be not unknown in some countries. The following
two cases published by Professor Wiirdemann are,

however, unique in medical literature as illustrating the
dangers to which workers ’in 11 Columbian spirits 

" and
varnishes may be exposed by continued inhalation of the
fumes of methyl alcohol which enters largely into their com-
position. In the first case the patient was a man, aged 53
years, a painter by occupation, who, after working for a

period of six days with shellac and Columbian spirits, had
to discontinue work on account of severe frontal headache.

dizziness, and nausea. The following day his sight became
dim and next day he was completely blind. He was unable
to see for 24 hours, after which his sight was gradually re-
stored. The diagnosis was amaurosis from methyl alcohol.
In the second case the patient was a man employed as a
painter, and on work similar to that in which the previous

1 THE LANCET, July 13th, 1901, p. 93.


